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This book is dedicated to everyone who has ever been 
scarred, but seeks beauty from them.
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Matt 12:20

 "A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking ax shall he not quench, till he send 

forth judgment unto victory"

Isaiah 61:1-3

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach 

good tidings unto the meek;

he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 

the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

2. To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,

and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all that mourn;

3. To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion,

to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,

the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness;

that they might be called trees of righteousness,

the planting of the Lord, that he might be gloried. (KJV).

IBeautiful Scars
For Those Without A Perfect Beginning
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Isn't it amazing to note that the bulk of the redemptive assignment of 

Jesus bordered  on RESTORATION?

Why Restoration?

Restoration because every human being since Adam, has one way or 

the other been damaged. You  might disagree with this assertion. 

“We must learn to confess positive things!", you may say. I do not 

disagree with you on that either; but before we make any conclusions 

as to the propriety of the statement,  it is important that we consider 

the calibre of people the Bible records that Jesus was sent to; the poor, 

the heart broken, the captives, the bound, the mourners, those with 

ashes, the depressed, and so on and so forth. Thus, to say you do not 

belong in  any of these categories is to say Jesus  was not sent to you.  

We live in a fallen world, and trust me, the core of what Holy Spirit is 

doing and will keep doing till the day Jesus returns  is to RESTORE 

our souls. The psalmist puts it rightly in Psalm 23: 2-3, "...He leads me 

besides the still waters, He restoreth my soul" Isn't that  awesome? 

He did not say, “He restored”, He said “He restores”. That is a 

present continuous tense, and it means, that our soul will continually 

be in the process of restoration by the Holy Spirit. This book is not 

written to those who have had perfect beginnings, because I am well 

Beautiful Scars



9

aware that there are a few people out there who believe they have 

never had any issues  in their lives. It is written to those who have not 

always had it all together; those who do not always feel perfect; those 

who have failed in the past, those who have been called names and 

have been made to look like fools; those who have been unjustly 

criticized or have been seen as mists, no good, useless, can - never - 

amount - to - anything kind of people. Those are the ones I wrote this 

to.

I learnt a long time ago from John C. Maxwell, that if you want to 

impress your audience, you should talk about  your strengths, 

achievements and accolades, but on the other hand, if  you want to 

connect with your audience, you should rather talk about your 

weaknesses, failures and shortcomings. The purpose of that is not to 

get people complacent, but to inspire them to move beyond the 

weaknesses and failures, and focus on the possibilities of the future. 

It is one thing to intimidate with staggering successes, it is another to 

inspire with past failures that lead to successes. I nd that insightful 

because, in truth, everyone can relate with shortcomings and 

failures. I pray this book goes deep down into the crevices of your 

heart and aid the restoration process already going on, so that you 

will not only smile again, but  you would think on your past- not 

regretfully this time, but thankfully in appreciation for the 

faithfulness of God in your life. Enjoy the ride with me, would you?

Beautiful Scars
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You're Not What 
Happened To You
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I#WhoSinned?

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Man has an uncanny way of addressing the issues of life. Someone 

has been blind all his life, now he's 38years of age, and he is about to 

be healed by Jesus. All the disciples could wrap their little minds 

around at that time was that for the man to have been born blind, 

then there must be a cause. Someone must have been the cause and 

the curse! Nothing just happens, people don't just get raped, people 

don't just die, people don't just fail, something must have happened. 

As much as this is a logical way to view life, it's not always the godly 

perspective to life. Life is not physics that states in one of its laws that 

for every action, there's is an equal and opposite reaction. 

Insinuating that for every thing we see, something must denitely 

have caused it.  Someone must have sinned, really?

Jesus answered and said to them, that the parents did not sin, the 

man did not sin, He said that nobody sinned, but he gave a more 

confusing answer; "for the glory of God to be made manifest in the 

blind man". Did God make him blind from birth? Could God be that 

mean? What sort of glory comes out of a 38 year old spell of total and 

absolute darkness? However, if we look closely, the answer says it 

1 
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#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
Happened To You1 

all... “that the glory of God be made manifest IN HIM”. He (the blind 

man) was the object of that glory. Glory is useless without shame, 

light has no voice without the alternative called darkness, what good 

will God be, without evil? Even in the perfect beginning, there had to 

be a tree called that of good and evil. You will nd answers in this 

book, just keep on reading with an open heart. The question to ask 

therefore is not WHO SINNED? But HOW MUCH OF GLORY IS 

COMING OUT OF THIS?

A young girl of about 7 years old was taken to her uncle's house for 

the holidays, only to be repeatedly raped by both her uncle and her 

uncle's house help, who both  threatened  that if she ever did expose 

them, she would lose her life. So, she grew up with a deep-seated 

resentment for men; not because she had had an experience with all 

the men the world had to offer, but because she had an experience 

with two men she had personal relations with, these men had 

deformed her judgment about all men. Would you blame her? She 

had been violated, used, seen as an object of sexual pleasure and 

passion, a bin to empty libido discharges, a tool to calm erratic 

erections. She had been damaged!! Long before she had the choice to 

make as an adult, as to whether she wanted sex or not, she was 

silenced and given all the same, by callous and wild men. 

Today  she is 23, and all she sees men as are predators. She believes 
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all men are animals, with a reckless sense of caution with respect to 

sexual desire. One would thank God she did not become a prostitute, 

but on the other hand  be saddened as she has become impervious to 

genuine love. She has absolutely no iota of feelings for anyone, not 

even her female counterparts. She daily doubts the possibility of her 

getting married and  she jokingly says "well…except men suddenly 

become buffoons, then i'd think of getting married". Her total perspective 

to life has been warped; by a distant but ever present memory of an 

abuse.

How do you convince such a lady that once she is in Christ, she's a 

NEW creature, that old things are passed away and all things have 

become new?  Where exactly would you start from? She of course 

remembers the gross details of those events in the past; how she was 

robbed of her self-esteem at a tender age and how its effect was so 

repressing that it negatively affected her academics and 

inadvertently her future prospects. How at puberty stage, she 

repeatedly inicted pain on herself if she caught herself ever having 

any romantic feelings for a guy; or  constantly avoided her dad 

because she feared it was only a matter of time before he repeated her 

uncle's actions. Afterall, it was logical enough to think that “If uncle 

could, then daddy can". 

She would probably have believed a gospel where a woman was the 

#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
Happened To You1 
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#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
Happened To You1 

central gure, rather than that of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

as she once asked, "Is he a man too?”. Her story  typies the realities 

of many girls, ladies, and women in our society today- People who 

indeed have been broken and shattered. Why would God allow such 

a thing happen to her? Why? Where were her angels? Where were 

the ever reaching hands of her mother's prayers? What did she do to 

deserve such a heartless judgment? Did she sin? Did her parents sin? 

Not too far in brokenness of soul is another man, who has constantly 

been treated as unwanted since he was as young as 4 years old-  not 

just because he is the last child of his parents, but because he was 

seemingly an “unplanned” issue. For years, he looked  for 

acceptance everywhere. His dad, most especially did not seem to 

acknowledge or appreciate him at all; and you would agree with me 

that there is a form of self- condence and morale that comes to a 

young man upon receiving afrmation from his rst superhero- His 

Dad.  When he did not get the love and acceptance he so much 

desired from home, he looked for it elsewhere, and on most 

occasions, in the wrong places. He became a member of a gang, 

where of course he found some of the things he always longed to 

experience-  afnity, recognition, loyalty and solidarity- where no 

one broke  ranks and everyone watched one another's back. He 

began dealing in drugs and committing all sorts of atrocities he had 

never imagined as a child that he would be involved with.  Of course, 
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he knew what he did was wrong, but he did not mind doing any of  it, 

so far he got what he always yearned for; ACCEPTANCE. Somehow, 

this young man  became notorious, not because he came from a poor 

back ground as many people would expect, but because  he came 

from one with a very poor acceptance for  him.

Side-by-side is the story of another beautiful teenager who had been 

trained in the way of the Lord from her childhood. She got into the 

church choir and soon became the lead soloist, due to her choir 

master's keen interest in her voice; or so she and her family thought.  

In reality, the interest was more than her voice, it involved her body 

as well. He invited her over to his room a couple of times to "teach her 

some lessons in voice training" and she soon grew to trust him 

wholeheartedly, so much that sometimes,  she would  even stay 

there till late at night. Her parents also trusted their daughter totally 

to the hands of the choir master so much that they never questioned 

her closeness with the choir master. This went on for months. She 

grew to depend on him, trust him and tell him everything in her 

heart. Everything!!! Then he struck.

Somehow, he became her “Prince Charming” and  made her fall 

hopelessly in love with him. He did not have to invite her over 

anymore, she always came running down to his room everyday after 

school. She was trapped. He slept with her repeatedly and promised 

#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
Happened To You1 
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her everything she had ever wanted; marriage, luxury items, 

security, and all the other things he could put his little mind to. I have 

learnt with time that a candid rejection is far better than fake 

promises. Real men would rather reject you to your face, than make 

promises they cannot keep. Obviously, he was far from being called a 

Real Man. She became obsessed with him.  More than  mastering the 

choir, he had fast become the master of her life decisions and matters. 

Well of course, until he got tired of her and needed a new pair of legs 

to combine with. Next thing she knew, he threw her out of his house. 

She was shattered, never to recover from the heartbreak. She's a 

graduate now but seeks someone who would love her just like the 

choir master did, moving from one destructive relationship to 

another.  She loved a demon, but quite frankly, demons  never love.

Her life feels very empty without a man. She keeps looking for a 

suitable man, and has been repeatedly heartbroken by men who 

noticed her desperation and took advantage. The choir master's ploy 

seemed to have had a devastating effect on  the entirety of her life. He 

had been so senile, that  he allowed her trust him; he played his cards 

pretty well until she fell hopelessly in love with him, and when he 

had her, he began tossing her however he liked. How do you 

convince this lady that whatever she experienced as a teenager is 

really not what  true love is? How do you make her realize she was 

deceived? Because as far as she is concerned, she believes she was the 

#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
Happened To You1 
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one who hurt him and she deserved to be heart broken.

Today, she keeps looking out for him on Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram, hoping to see if he is in a relationship with another lady. 

Somewhere in her heart, she still hopes and believes that he would 

miss her enough to want her back in his life.  Her sense of worth has 

been taken away. She does not believe she is  meant to be fought for, 

rather, her heart tells her that it is her job to strive and struggle for a 

man she loves and this has dened her emotional life, making  it  

extremely unhealthy and imbalanced. Her worth as a woman who is 

meant to be pursued, protected, valued, cherished and nurtured has 

been reduced to that of  a needy pest who every man should 

desperately avoid. Psalms 27:4 makes it clear that the proof of desire 

is pursuit. It ought to be a well-known fact that if a man loves a 

woman, he would pursue her; and such pursuit should not be with 

an end to “getting the cookie”. He should pursue her the "God way". 

He must know the love of God and show it to his woman. That is 

God's ideal, but that is not her reality.

Obviously, she needs help as the path she is treading is one that 

would lead her nowhere, as far as relationships are concerned. No 

one who goes into a relationship desperate, is ever able to maintain it. 

Even human resource ofcers and job recruitment agents  state  that 

those who seem most desperate  are the rst to be disqualied from a 

#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
Happened To You1 
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prospective job appointment. Desperation is a product of insecurity; 

a lack of self-belief and condence in one's true and unchangeable 

worth or value. Unfortunately, she has been made to believe 

otherwise. She has been damaged!! 

Or should we begin to talk about  the child who has been verbally 

abused all his life;  Called names like “dummy”, “fool” and “good-

for-nothing”. You know the tricky thing about verbal abuse is that 

sometimes it could hurt much more than physical abuse. The taunts 

and teases of the Roman soldiers I'm sure brought a lot more hurt to 

Jesus than the piercings and stabbings. The physical abuse was bad 

enough, but then they added teasing to it.  They teased the one who 

held their breath in his hands, and made him look like the most 

powerless piece of junk the world had ever seen. He was tortured not 

just by the nails in his hands or the thorny crown on his head, but by 

the demeaning words of brutal soldiers  in his soul. Have you been 

verbally abused, reduced and humiliated?  Yes, you!! Have you?

What has happened to you that has suddenly dened who you are? 

The good news is that you  are not what happened to you. I might not 

have mentioned a scenario that perfectly syncs with your own 

peculiar experience, but whatever the case may be; that bitter, 

unpalatable, ever nagging experience you once had, has no power 

over you except that which you give to it. I said earlier, I am saying 

#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
Happened To You1 
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now and I wish I could say a million times over that YOU ARE NOT 

WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU!!  That a thousand naira note has been 

squeezed, thrown in dirt, battered, used, folded, stained and spat 

upon, does not make it a kobo less its worth. It was an event, not a  

person; don't make it one!! Whatever happened to you  happened in 

time, but God, upon your acceptance of Him and the dedication of 

your life to him, has given you  the  ability to erase the power of time. 

By the power of eternity, He has erased the reality of your past and 

made you brand new. That is the truth, but like I previously 

mentioned,  it is not always the reality. That's where the next phase of 

assignment begins- making a conscious effort to believe the truth. 

What happened to you might have been gross and unthinkable, and 

probably was perpetuated by those  closest or most important to 

you, so much so that you cannot bear to share it with anyone because 

there is  no one  left to trust. Remember that a man named Jesus is 

always there and  you can ALWAYS talk to Him about everything - 

your fears, your issues, your  doubts. You might want to reply me 

sarcastically and say, “Probably if you showed me His house, I 

would gladly walk there to have a chat with Him”. I understand. I 

know you need someone you can see, feel and talk to in 3D, but 

overtime, you and I have come to understand that the help of man is 

vain. Man has and will always fail. Trust in the Lord, and He will 

fulll the desires of your heart, even your desires for restoration.

#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
Happened To You1 
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I#TagsAndLabels

You're Not What 
Happened To You

I noticed in scriptures, that people with peculiar predicaments often 

lost their real identity to their supposed predicaments. It seems like 

the situation suddenly magnies itself far and above the God-

ordained identity that person had in Christ. Why would anyone turn 

a woman's identity to a pathetic sentence such as  "the woman with the 

issue of blood"? Really? Was it because it was  harder or  more 

complex to call her by her name? No! It was because the devil wanted  

her sense of identity to be warped by the constant mentioning of her 

predicament. With the constant reference to her problem,  soon 

enough, she would not be able  to remember who she truly is. I 

imagine someone asks her of her name and she forgets. All she can 

think of in relation to herself  is that she has an issue of blood.  How 

could something so temporary be made so permanent by the 

constant reference to it? She probably had lost her relatives, her 

spouse, her  children and her  friends due to this situation. I am 

almost 100 percent positive she did. 

But, one day, for the very rst time in her life, the One who had 

foreknown and predestined her, the husband to the widow and 

1 
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friend to the poor called her "Daughter"

Mark 5:34

“Jesus said to her, “DAUGHTER, you took a risk of faith, and now you're 

healed and whole. Live well, live blessed! Be healed of your plague.” (MSG)”

 That was the rst time she would really know who she was, and 

amazingly, it  was the rst time Jesus would call anyone "daughter" 

in the bible. He knew no-one had told her who she really was, thus, it 

was necessary to reserve this special privilege for her alone. She  was 

the daughter of the Prince of Peace and Healer of all diseases.  She 

was the daughter of Abraham and needed not be bound or  tagged 

with any  situation, just like you . You are not "that guy who failed an 

examination", or "that girl who got pregnant"; you are not from  "that 

family where someone ran mad" neither are you "that woman who is 

barren". That is not you.  You are not what happened to you. Take the 

tags off of you, undo the labels. No-one can reveal who you are, 

except your creator.

Men have the habit of making something temporary become 

permanent. They have a way of breaking the bruised reed, and 

quenching the smoking ax. But that is not Jesus. Jesus would rather 

mend that reed, and fan the smoking ax to ames again. God is yet 

to make His rst piece of junk. No matter what men might have 

called you, God has  an unchanging identity of you. Remember, it 

You're Not What 
Happened To You1 #TagsAndLabels
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was not   the  woman who tagged herself as having an  the issue of 

blood. Bartimeous  did not add the qualication  “blind” to his 

name. People around Him did, by virtue of what they had seen;  but 

God did not, and He is not about to start now. Rather, He is ready and 

willing to change that situation and reinforce your true identity. The 

beautiful thing about identity is that it does not change. Your name is 

your name when you were poor, and remains your name when you 

become rich. It is your name when you failed, it will be your name 

when you succeed. God doesn't change His mind about your name. 

He has fore-ordained you and called you by  a name; that name 

never changes. Your situation may change, your circumstance may 

change, but your identity never changes. Seek for your identity in the 

divinity, and know that no hell can make you lose your identity in 

Christ Jesus. Ultimately, you are a rock, because a Rock gave birth to 

you, Deut 32:18. Never forget that! Rocks do not change and bend to 

situations, circumstances or weather, rocks remain intact no matter 

the prevalent situation.

Imagine with me for a second how they must have referred to Jesus? 

"That weird boy born out of wedlock", "that boy whose father is some 

ghost”, “He  must be some sort of demon", "that boy who has  been hitting 

nail all his life". You  have no idea what Jesus must have gone through 

as a child. Whenever they asked him of his surname, he couldn't say 

God, and he knew it wasn't Joseph either. But guess what? He was 

You're Not What 
Happened To You1 #TagsAndLabels
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the Son of God in whom God was well pleased. It did not matter that 

situation made it look awkward. Just like Jesus, you are  not your 

situation or circumstances .You are not that jobless graduate, or that 

stupid boy. You are the son of God,  you are  the daughter of God;  

you are  the apple of God's eyes and your name is written in the palm 

of His hands... No, engraved is a better word. What man writes can 

be erased easily, but what God engraved, who can erase it? That He 

engraved it is enough proof that He himself is a Rock and so are you. 

You don’t write on rocks, you engrave on them. Enough of calling 

yourself the blind bartimeous or the woman with the issue of blood;  

remove the prexes and sufxes of men, and input that which God 

put on you by the Holy Ghost. Paul got angry one time and said “ let 

no man trouble me…”, don't trouble me with labels that are not mine, I 

have got only one label on me, and that's the mark of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Gal 6:17

From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the 

Lord Jesus (kjv)

You're Not What 
Happened To You1 #TagsAndLabels
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I#Don’tHideTheHurt

You're Not What 
Happened To You

We live in a generation where everyone loves to put his best foot 

forward rst. There's nothing wrong with wanting to look good, 

sound good and impress people. There is no sin in that. We were 

made for acceptance and we do things we believe will make us 

acceptable in our community, often times as modestly as we can. But 

sometimes, the challenge this brings  is that some people take it a 

little further and begin hiding the reality of truth from the only one 

that can save them. Why should a patient hide from a doctor? Why 

would you hide from the only one who can help you?  What good 

would that do you?

There is  a beautiful story of a man I would like to share with you. He 

had a withered hand, I bet he hid that hand everywhere he went . He 

worked with the good hand, ate with it, drove with it, did everything 

with the good hand, and was constantly ashamed of his bad hand. 

We know this by the way Jesus told him to reveal it before he was 

miraculously healed. Listen to the story as the Bible plays it out.

1 
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Mattew 12:10-14

10 And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked 

him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that they might accuse him. 

11 And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have 

one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, 

and lift it out? 12 How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is 

lawful to do well on the sabbath days. 13 Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth 

thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the 

other.

14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might 

destroy him.

(KJV)

Did Jesus say “hold out your bad hand that needs healing'? No! He  

simply said, “Hold out your hand”, right there, in the presence of the 

large staring crowd and of course the hypocritical Pharisees. This 

man could have made himself look good in the presence of all the 

onlookers, by stretching forth the amazing good hand. The part that 

needed no restoration, the part that had no issues, the part he was 

excited about, he could have stretched it, but instead he stretched 

forth his withered hand. He did not mind whoever was around him. 

Why would I put my healing, salvation and deliverance on the line 

for a group of people who do not even care about me? Whoever 

doesn't care about your eternity, doesn't care about you. Why would 

I be ashamed to give my life to Christ in the presence of friends who 

claim to love me but in the actual sense cannot “save” me? Why 

You're Not What 
Happened To You1 #Don’tHideTheHurt



26

would I be so keen on impressing anyone who in the long run cannot 

be impressed anyways? Some people are too shy to be delivered, too 

men- conscious to be set free. For the sake of yourself, do not  hide the 

hurt. Forget  those behind and around you; and  look unto him who 

is before you. Your healing is more important than your reputation. 

Come to think of it, what reputation does a man with a withered 

hand have anyways, if  not a reputation of having a withered hand? 

If you're hurt, say it. If  you are  bitter,  spew it. Do not hide it. Tell 

Jesus. Reveal it to Jesus 

You're Not What 
Happened To You1 #Don’tHideTheHurt
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I#RevealingGuarantees
TheHealing

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Jesus was not  going to heal that hand until it was revealed. In fact, 

the healing was in the stretching.  The man had to stretch forth his 

withered hand. Some folks live in self-denial; “No,  I'm not hurting”, 

“I have no issues” And that explains why they remain on the same 

level. They  don't own up to their struggles or hurts . Paul admitted 

his weaknesses.  The admission did not make him weaker or more 

vulnerable as one would have expected; it did the exact opposite, it 

made him stronger. The more he grew in the Lord, the weaker he felt, 

but the stronger he became.  What an amazing paradox. His strength 

is only made perfect in our weaknesses. What an awesome theory!  

Have you ever wondered  how much God would have done if the 

earth was not void and without form? He  would have been broke of 

ideas and creativity in a seemingly perfect environment. He thrives 

in  formless situations.  Why don't you hand your hand  over to 

Him?  He knows  exactly what to do with it.

God is the Father of lights and dwells only in Light. THE  devil rules 

the dark world, through the rulers of the darkness of this world. Now 

there is an amazing truth here: As, long as you keep that struggle  
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hidden in darkness, there is only one person you have given the 

permission to rule over it, and that is the devil. He tells you not share 

it with anyone, not even your best friend, talk less of your pastor, “ 

keep it secret”,  he says. He persuades you to just  discuss it  with "him" 

and you will be ne.  What a deception! How do you think people 

commit suicide? What pushes them to such lengths?  Such behavior 

is a result of having shared all their life secrets and struggles with the 

only person that is responsible for them in the rst place. And like his 

practice is, he keeps heaping more of the load and burden on them 

emotionally via guilt trips, regrets, shame and condemnation, and 

when they can't take it anymore, just like Judas, they commit suicide 

and join him eternally in hell. NOTE- The devil will not stop until he 

gets you into hell. I repeat, THE DEVIL WILL NOT STOP UNTIL HE 

GETS YOU INTO HELL. He is  too committed to destroying lives 

than to cut you some slack. He will steal, then proceed to killing until 

he nally destroys a life. But here's the good news, JESUS IS MUCH 

MORE COMMITTED TO GIVING YOU LIFE AND GIVING IT 

ABUNDANTLY. John 10:10

Jesus is the rst light that came into the world and has lighted  every 

other man that came after him. John says  “In him was life and that 

life was the light of men”. Nothing is hidden in the light, not in His 

light. His light makes everything bare and open. Until you stretch 

that hand and reveal it to the Balm of Gilead Himself, there is no 
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healing guaranteed. Open up to Jesus. Stop hiding that addiction, 

stop masturbating secretly, stop it! The next time you feel the urge to 

do it, why don't you do it in His Presence? Spend time worshipping 

as soon as you feel the urge  and see if the addiction will not vanish 

under the superimposive power of His Grace. If you still smoke, 

make sure you speak in tongues the next time feel like it. The Flesh 

dies in the Presence of His light, and the Spirit prevails. Stop hiding 

that hurt, give it all away to him. It is now His business, not yours. 

You  did not ask  him to do it, he said it Himself that you should bring 

your labours and heavy load, and He will give you rest. But what rest 

can a tired old man, worn out by his baggage and yoke of several 

years get? How can you help him with his burden, when he doesn't 

let it go? YOU HAVE GOT TO LET IT GO

You're Not What 
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I#AndItWasRestored
AsTheOther

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Still on the story of  this man whom the Bible discusses in Matthew 

12:10-14, for the purpose of analogy, let's say the good hand was the 

future and the bad hand was his past. We are usually excited about 

the future, full of faith and belief in God for what He is  set to do in 

our lives, but we sink into regrets when we think about the past. I 

usually say, that regret is the worst feeling anyone could ever have. 

In fact, it is the number one cause of suicide worldwide. I know the 

past was not exactly fun or memorable. It is not  something you are  

proud of, but won't you love to see it being just as restored as the 

future? Would you not look back at your past, and rather than feel 

pain, you burst out in gratitude, for how far God has brought you? 

Agreed, I know some people could  just be too pious for their own 

good, and start the whole forgive and forget mantra. Fact remains 

that you have  a brain, don't you? And, from what we know from 

basic biology, there are some neurons and nerve endings in your 

brain that are responsible for the fact that you don't forget such 

memories. Aren't there? These nerves were not possessed by devils, 

they are only functioning like God designed them to function. And 

although they remind you of a past of hurt, they are also the same 
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nerves responsible for your remembering how good God has been to 

you. 

Psalms 103:1-2

O my soul, bless God. From head to toe, I'll bless his holy name! O my soul, 

bless God, don't forget a single blessing! (MSG)

Truth is, if your past  was tragic, you might never forget the details;  

but rather than bring horror, it could bring faith and draw you nearer 

to the throne of Grace where you nd grace and obtain mercy. Your 

future is so bright, but your past can hinder the prospects of  that 

bright future. You have to move on from it, while rejoicing with joy 

unspeakable for all that God has worked in your life. Your past can 

be made as whole as your future, your past can bring as much 

fullment and joy as your  future. Irrespective of how tragic or 

horrible it is, that past can bring hope and smiles to the worst of 

depressed people in the world today. That past which the devil 

thought he had succeeded in tainting could be, the foundation upon 

which other people will draw inspiration. He thought he had you, 

thought that you could possibly never recover from such a life 

situation, but guess what? You' are  not just coming out, you are 

bringing folks along with you.

That is what Jesus did. The devil thought he had killed Jesus. He  

thought he had done a thorough job of eliminating Him for all 
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eternity;  but what a mistake he made, because  in the long run, he 

not only lost Jesus, he also lost everyone he had ever gained in hell.  

Oh yes, he went bankrupt in one day of a bad deal. Unfortunately for 

him, he is about to make the same mistake of a bad deal with you. 

Jesus arose and brought back long dead men from the graves. Oh 

boy, I can imagine how the devil must have felt, or worse still his 

facial expressions. Have you ever seen the devil cry? Oh yes, he is 

about to cry, because he's going to lose more people to the kingdom 

of light. How? By the way you show strength and character in the 

face of your own trial and tribulation. You're stronger than this. God 

is using all these life events to make you  a CLASSIC. You are  rare, 

unique and special in every way;  never doubt God's love for you. 

There is a popular Mexican proverb I learnt recently- “They thought 

they buried us, but they did not know we were seeds". The devil thinks he's 

burying you, he does not have the slightest idea that you are a 

Kingdom seed.

You're Not What 
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I#It’sOkToLetItOut

You're Not What 
Happened To You

“And Jesus wept!” (John 11:35)

This  scriptural verse is not only popular  for  its brevity, but also for 

its unusual nature. Why would Jesus weep? The King and master of 

the universe, weep? Weeping is for babies, ladies and weak men; 

why would the strongest man in the world weep?  Hmmm... I 

wondered too. What makes it more puzzling is that He knew the 

situation was a temporary one; one that He would change with time. 

After all he had the power to alter any situation or circumstance. 

Have you ever wondered; Why would Jesus weep for a dead man 

that he was about to raise up? He knew he would raise him up; he 

had known that since they came to tell him about Lazarus' sickness. 

So why then did he weep?? Well, the answer is not far-fetched, it is 

right there in the Bible. He wept with Lazarus's sisters and not for 

Lazarus.  Scriptures say that He is not a high priest that cannot be 

touched by our feelings. Jesus knows the deepest feelings in your 

heart and he wants to fellowship with you in that suffering. 

He's a king who with a decree can change your situation, but a priest 
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who can feel your pain before commanding an answer. He needed to 

show that to the world, and so he broke down in tears and wept. 

Sometimes we act too pious around hurting people. We act like we 

have all the answers in the world. What kind of answer do you have 

for an only child who just lost both parents in a car wreck? Many 

times those who mourn do not need a solution, they only need a 

shoulder. Stop all the "He's got the whole world in his hands" attitude 

and mourn with those who mourn. It is biblical. Jesus could have 

condemned them for mourning, but he did not, rather he wept with 

them. They were his friends. He could not ignore  the fact that Mary 

and Martha were crying, so he sat and cried as well. It did not reduce 

his ability to raise Lazarus up, but it deepened the sisters' fellowship 

with him. 

So what exactly am I saying? It is ok to let it out sometimes. If not, 

Why then  did God create a gland to produce tears? It is 

indispensable to expressing  the deepest of emotions. When we 

worship, sometimes we cry. We cry because we cannot imagine how 

such a great  God  would love us so  much. It is too beautiful to 

comprehend and too good to be true. However, we are not the only 

ones that nd the need to cry, He does too; and that is the reason for 

the phrase “Jesus wept!”  And, this goes out to all the men out there 

who believe that real men don't cry,  I guess you are much "realer" 

than Jesus, right?  Don't be too quick to soak in pressure all the time. 
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Drop it all on his shoulders, he cares for you. This however does not 

mean you should  seek pity parties and make weeping a full time 

ministry. Scriptures say weeping should only endure for a night. 

After the weeping is the appearance of a light at the end of the tunnel, 

because joy comes in the morning. Be quick to hand over your hurts 

and fears to him. He indeed can be touched by our feelings, not just 

our faith. There are indeed some overwhelming times, but 

understand that is when Jesus is nearest. When you are down to 

nothing, God is denitely up to something. That is not the time to ask 

“Why me'? It is the time to latch on to ever present help.

You're Not What 
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I#HeStillGotScars

You're Not What 
Happened To You

There is a passage of the  scriptures that inspired the title of this little 

book. This passage proved to me that Jesus did not just have scars 

from crucixion till resurrection, He still has scars. However today, 

those scars have become beautiful. 

In John 20, we see how Jesus disallowed Mary Magdalene from 

touching Him because he had not gone to the Father. 

John 20:17

Jesus said, “Don't cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go to 

my brothers and tell them, 'I ascend to my Father and your Father, my God and 

your God.'”(MSG)

According to the Levetical order of priesthood, the priest could not 

offer sacrices to God on the behalf of the people, without making 

sure he was rid of every unclean thing, and knowing Mary's history 

who once upon a time, was landlady to 7 species of demons, He 

could not afford to touch her so that He would not become “unclean” 

and disallowed from offering the eternal sacrice. Jesus was about to 

go and empty his blood upon the mercy seat in the original 

1 



37

tabernacle in heaven, (Hebrews 9:24-25), which would serve as an 

eternal sacrice for sin forever and for all time. Thus, He went into 

heaven and offered his blood, but he came back.

He returned to earth for a space of about 40 days to see his disciples 

and to carry out  a proper orientation for them for the next phase of 

assignment. By this time , he already had a gloried body

Luke 24: 36-41

“In the middle of their talk and questions, Jesus appeared to them. But they 

were not able to recognize who he was, “Peace be with you.” He said. They 

thought they were seeing a ghost and were scared half to death. He continued 

with them, “Don't be upset, and don't let all these doubting questions take over. 

Look at my hands; look at my feet—it's really me. Touch me. Look me over from 

head to toe. A ghost doesn't have muscle and bone like this.” As he said this, he 

showed them his hands and feet. They still couldn't believe what they were 

seeing. It was too much; it seemed too good to be true. (MSG)”

He was moving through walls and disappearing to reappear. Oh 

how eager I am to get into one of those gloried body suits; that's 

when we would realise that all those things we saw in marvel comics 

can indeed become real. It would be so interesting! Back to our story,  

something striking happens upon  Jesus' return. This time, he allows 

his disciples  to touch and handle him, reminding them that a spirit 

has no esh and bones. Do you notice he did not mention “blood”? 
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Why? Because he had exhausted every ounce of His blood, the blood 

that speaks better things than that of Abel, on the mercy seat in 

heaven.

Hebrews 12:24.

“And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, 

that speaketh better things than that of Abel.(KJV)”

“You've come to Jesus, who presents us with a new covenant, a fresh charter 

from God. He is the Mediator of this covenant. The murder of Jesus, unlike 

Abel's—a homicide that cried out for vengeance—became a proclamation of 

grace.(MSG)”

 He was able to tell them to handle him, because he still had all the 

scars that accompanied crucixion. He told Thomas to touch his 

hands and sides for the piercings. But these scars  no longer hurt, for 

they had become beautiful. Scars do become beautiful. Jesus saw the 

travail of his soul and was satised. He saw everything He had 

become by going through everything He went through and 

concluded it was worth it.

Jesus turned hurts into reasons to rejoice. If Jesus could handle the 

worst scars one could ever imagine; the worst humiliation, 

embarrassment, abuse, mockery, intimidation, persecution possible 

in the time realm, then you can go through anything with the 
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assurance that God will bring beauty out of those scars. It is 

important to mention at this point that I do not infer that God 

brought disease upon you or that He got you abused and made sure 

you were broken as a child. No, he did not 

Isaiah 54:15

“If anyone attacks you, don't for a moment suppose that I sent them, And if any 

should attack, nothing will come of it.” (MSG)

 Rather, the  devil did it and he did it while men slept. He seeks to 

steal, kill and destroy, and he was responsible for the pain. Jesus did 

not bring the pain that he seeks to heal and deliver. He is the 

physician, not the virus. It is his job to cure the virus, not create it. 

Realize God is for you and no man can be against you. God is not 

responsible for the evil in the world or in your life. I know legal 

systems call unexplainable disasters “act of God”, but they are very 

mistaken. Only good is God, especially to His children. The devil 

caused the tragedy and heartache, but God promised in the scripture 

above that nothing would come out of the attack. All scars will be 

healed and become beautiful. And believe me, Scars do become 

beautiful; they still do. The reason he can feel our pain is simple. He is 

still a man. Oh yes, right there in heaven, Jesus Christ is a man, who 

has got feelings and emotions and feels our hurts in in this world. 

How do I know that?
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1 Tim2:5

“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the MAN 

Christ Jesus.”(KJV)

How comforting is it to know that Jesus is still a man. He is  not some 

distant angelic spirit being that has no idea what it means to fail or 

lose a loved one or be mocked. He's still a man, and He still  has His 

scars.

Lazarus according to John 12 would later become the celebrity in 

Bethany;  Mephiboseth would later be served by the King's 

comrades; Tamar would later become an ancestor to Jesus; Ruth 

would later become engrafted to the prestigious lineage of Grace; 

Abraham would still be the father of many nations; Paul would still 

be the world's greatest apostle; Jesus would still be the messiah of the 

whole world, and guess what? You will still be what God called you 

to be, no matter what you went through or are going through. The 

devil is so dumb, that as much as he so passionately wants to destroy 

the plans of God for your life, the more perfectly  he links up with 

God in the build up to your beautiful destiny; for if he had known, he 

would not have crucuied the LORD of glory. I call it the accident of 

the cross, that master move by God caught the devil totally off guard, 

he did not see that coming. He won’t see your deliverance coming 

either.
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I#StopCuttingYourself

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Mark 5:1-8

1-5 They arrived on the other side of the sea in the country of the Gerasenes. As 

Jesus got out of the boat, a madman from the cemetery came up to him. He lived 

there among the tombs and graves. No one could restrain him—he couldn't be 

chained, couldn't be tied down. He had been tied up many times with chains 

and ropes, but he broke the chains, snapped the ropes. No one was strong 

enough to tame him. Night and day he roamed through the graves and the hills, 

screaming out and slashing himself with sharp stones.

6-8 When he saw Jesus a long way off, he ran and bowed in worship before 

him—then bellowed in protest, “What business do you have, Jesus, Son of the 

High God, messing with me? I swear to God, don't give me a hard time!” (Jesus 

had just commanded the tormenting evil spirit, “Out! Get out of the man!”) 

(MSG)

. 

The story of the mad man of Gerasenes never ceases to amaze me,. 

Apart from the very graphic details of his insanity, and the 

miraculous demonstration of the power of God through Jesus, it 

paints a picture of  emotional struggle and pain. The Bible records in 

Mark 5:1-20  the story of a man who happened to be  so possessed that 

no man or group of men could tame him . Other accounts record that 
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no one passed by that road because of him. He stayed in the tombs 

daily, doing one of the weirdest of things, cutting  himself! I see a lot 

of people in our generation who are not any better than that mad 

man. They  might not be psychologically disturbed or  mentally 

deranged, but they sure are not themselves. They have been 

overtaken by drugs, sex, and self-destructive habits, like the mad 

man. They seem to be out of control, and no longer in charge of 

themselves. They call it being  "high", but I call it a "lie". They are not 

in the least high.  They are as low as the lowest of things; feeling 

miserable everyday, and cutting themselves.

They think they're having fun with all the debauchery and 

destructive lifestyle, but I hear that part of them that still recognises 

Jesus afar off, screaming and shouting,” this isn't you!!!!' You're not a 

“drunk”,  or a “rapist”, or a “pedophile”, or a “whore”, or an “addict”. 

However, they seem not to be able to help themselves as they sink 

deeper into misery and shame. No man can tame them, at least not 

with “chains” or boundaries. Yes, their parents have tried, the uncles 

have advised, the pastors have prayed, but they are still where they 

are-  in the tombs. Everyone seems to have tried to bind them with 

their own chains and fetters, but they keep breaking them all. It is 

time for them to receive a lasting solution. 

First, they  need to get out of the tombs and get into His Presence. 
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They cannot stay in the tombs and live a life of glory. They need to get 

into His presence- the God atmosphere.  You might be reading this 

book now and you know pretty well you've tried all you can.  You 

need to get out of the tomb and other dead habits that do not help. 

You need to experience Jesus and worship; and exchange your pain 

for His glory.

You're Not What 
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I#You’reLosingBlood

You're Not What 
Happened To You

For some other people, they might not be presently doing any of 

these things I have  highlighted here, but they keep cutting or 

hurting themselves by the memories of the past; and living in regrets 

because of the supposed wasted years of their lives. With all that has 

gone on in their lives, they believe it is  too late for God to restore 

them, too late to serve again, too late to believe again, too late to be 

whole. But I want to say that it's never too late to begin again. This 

book was not written to those who have had perfect beginnings, it 

was written specically for people like you and me- people who have 

failed before and are seeking Grace to see beyond the horizon into the 

glorious season ahead. You want to help yourself? Stop cutting 

yourself by those reminisces. 

The life of any esh is in his blood, Leviticus 17:11. The more you 

pierce yourself through with regrets of the past, you lose vital energy 

to propel you to your next level. I know the proclivities will always 

lie subtle underneath your subconscious to recline into thinking 

about the "what ifs" of the past, however, you must shun that 

nagging temptation and with dogged determination, rise from the 
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ashes of yesterday to see the beauty of tomorrow. You can't live the 

future holding on to the past. There's more ahead of you than that 

which you left behind. The more you cut, the more blood you lose, 

the more you regret, the more vital energy you lose. The energy to 

think of what to do today to produce the success of tomorrow. Regret 

has an uncanny way of shutting down all the faculties of creativity 

and resilience in you, and replace it with drudgery and lethargy. 

Stop the regret already, preserve your blood, there's more ahead that 

it would be needed for. You were created for more (future), do not 

settle for less (past). The pain of your past plummets into oblivion in 

the light of the possibilities of your future, simply keep the proper 

divine perspective.

#You’reLosingBloodYou're Not What 
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I#YouCanSee
JesusAFarOff

You're Not What 
Happened To You

No matter how deep into sin you are, there is something on your 

inside that still recognises Jesus from afar. No one is totally lost. Even 

if a tree is cut down, Scriptures say, at the scent of water it sprouts 

again. The mad man still recognised Jesus from afar. Who is Jesus? 

Jesus is that neighbour who shows him love instead of hate. He is  

that church that prays for you  rather than castigate you.  No one has 

the ability to resist love. Every human being responds to love, and it 

is the only way we can restore our brothers who seem to be missing it 

back to their glorious estate. 'How does someone who has sunk into the 

deepest of misery recognise Jesus?', you might want to ask.  Bible tells 

me Jesus is before all things and by him all things consist. Every man has a 

knowledge of Jesus, no matter how often he denies it. Brother, you 

can still see Jesus from afar; that addiction is just about to  disappear 

at His Presence. The Bible says concerning the mad man that as he 

approached  Jesus to worship, Jesus sends out the demons and stays 

with the man. God has no problems with you, but he needs to send 

the demons out.
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I#SCR

You're Not What 
Happened To You

So the story continued…By the way, SCR means:  Seated, Clothed 

and in Your Right Mind

15. They came up to Jesus and saw the madman sitting there wearing decent 

clothes and making sense, no longer a walking madhouse of a man.(MSG)

And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had 

the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind : and they were afraid. 

(KJV)

Now, after Jesus had casted out the demons, the same man sat at his 

feet.  This time, clothed and his right mind. What  a beautiful 

ending!! Wouldn't you love to have your mind back? Wouldn't you 

love to be whole again? This is exactly what Jesus does. Let's go back 

to the verse, and explore what happened to this man. 

SEATED: This is a place of authority. You, have been called to seat at 

the right hand of the father, even as Jesus is seated right now. That 

puts you in a position above sin, shame, guilt and condemnation. 

You see, there is nothing above God. Jesus is seated at the right hand 

of God, and we are seated together with him. We are seating above 

1 



48

every lack, poverty, need, and sickness; we are in total control. God 

wants you seated. Yes, you have  been carrying a lot around for 

years, but it is time to seat. Take authority over those mundane 

things that have held you captive.  Do not make a herb in 

Cuba(cannabis) become the thing which runs your life and emotions, 

you are bigger than that. You're seated with Christ.

To be seated also means to be in a state of rest. It means you  are  done 

struggling with yourself  in order to overcome the pain, you have 

rested in the love of Jesus. You are not in any competition with your 

weak self anymore, you have handed over your life issues to Him. To 

seat means to cease from labour.  Please stop trying to stop the 

addiction with all your numerous New Year resolutions . That you 

are still in the mess shows they never really work. Cease from your 

struggles. Does it not feel really good to sleep off while the chauffeur 

drives you through the dark breezy nights of a long journey? You 

and God cannot care for you at the same time. You have to retire your 

old tired mind that keeps trying to keep up. Please seat and rest;  and 

nd some good nourishment for your soul.

CLOTHED: Oh, how breathtaking it must have been to see this man 

who few minutes before was dressed in rags, or perhaps even naked, 

now dressed up in the choicest of attire around Jesus. Oh  no, this is 

no ordinary clothing. It is the robe of righteousness.  Note that Jesus 
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did not need him to have stayed "unmad" or sane  for  a few days, 

weeks or months before certifying him righteous. No, not so. Rather, 

he put the robe on him immediately. You do not need a certicate of 

holiness to receive the robe righteousness. You might have messed 

up before, but when you get into that presence and Jesus transforms 

you, you become righteous. So, when  next the devil reminds you of 

your past, do well to respond in kind by reminding him of his future.  

That was some quote I learnt early in my walk with God and I have 

been blessed continually by it. It shuts the devil out all the time.

You are now righteous, my dear. God sees you as if you never sinned, 

as if you have  always been perfect. You were  clothed immediately, 

not after a while, but immediately. You are  transformed already. 

There's nowhere in the bible that says you need some considerable 

amount of time to break free from any addiction or habit. Some 

people say 21 days, others say 30, but Jesus says NOW. When the 

deliverer is around, it happens in seconds and BAM! You are 

delivered, just like that. You are righteous, act righteous. Let  the 

devil be shocked at how unaware you are of the past he keeps trying 

to remind you of. If there is any area when a spiritual amnesia is 

permitted, it is in this one. Do not keep whining about how sorry and 

sinful you are whenever you come to his presence, instead bless and 

thank him for His righteousness which He has  bestowed upon you 

by Grace. He says your sins and iniquity He remembers no more, 
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Hebrews 10:17, and you're there insisting He must know how 

terrible you really are by confessing all sort of sins you've committed. 

None of your past sins could ever shock God, because He paid for it 

all already, including your future sins (if any). Confession brings 

consciousness, stop confessing and being conscious of your sins, 

instead start confessing His righteousness, which you already are in 

Christ, 2 Cor 5:21

IN YOUR RIGHT MIND: God did not save us unto sin, but from sin. 

Someone might say, “There's grace for me, even when I continue to live 

willfully in sin”.  Well,  Hebrews 10 tells us there is  no sacrice for sins 

willfully committed. Moreover, you're already dead to sin, so you 

actually have no appetite for that lifestyle. You've got to KNOW 

what Jesus did for you and is doing in you.

Rom 6:6-7

6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucied with him, that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is 

dead is freed from sin. 

You won't get Jesus to turn his sacrice to lasciviousness. His  blood  

is a saving blood; it saves you from sin, not unto sin. So, there is no  

sacrice or grace available for that lifestyle you're towing. Now that  

this truth has been made clear, it is time we got back to the core of the 

matter. Stop acting like your salvation is unto more sin or self-

destruction.  Stop visiting men at late hours, worse still, alone 
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thereby putting yourself in dangerous positions. Stop damaging 

your liver with those alcoholic drinks. Stop heading to the end of a 

cliff and hoping you would not get to the edge. There are 

consequences for our actions in the esh, and it is not wise to keep 

acting as though there are none. If you had lost your mind before 

now, thank God you have been delivered, but please  get your mind 

back to its right state. Our actions either give authority to the devil to 

dominate us or gives honour to God to lead us. Romans 6:16

The big challenge with believers is not that they are  not seated with 

Christ or that they are not clothed with the robe of righteousness. The  

challenge has always been the renewing of their minds by the Holy 

Ghost. Getting your mind back to its rightful state is a lifelong 

experience. The sitting and clothing might be instantaneous, but 

renewing your mind is not. You have to actively participate in the 

process of getting your mind back. That mad man sat at Jesus's feet 

just like Mary did, to listen to him and the words he spoke. That is 

exactly how you get your mind back; Renewing your mind by the Word. 

Renewing your mind would teach you not to conclude that all men 

are the same based on your experience. We have all gone through 

some  circumstances that without active renewal of the mind, our 

experiences rather than a renewed mind becomes the seat of our 

response to situations and how we react to things. Focus, hold on to 

your mind, do not lose your mind again; Gain, retain  and cultivate it 
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I#NotAshamed

You're Not What 
Happened To You

When I think about that phrase, the words of apostle Paul resonates 

in my heart. He boldly proclaimed that  he was not ashamed of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. A murderer, declaring that he was not 

ashamed? Can you imagine? The worst and chief of all sinners, the 

killer of believers, persecutor of saints-  not ashamed? He of all men 

should be! By the world's standard, he had every reason to be 

ashamed, but not by Christ's.  There is no shame in Christ, especially 

in His Gospel of Grace. That is right, you can totally behave and act as 

though you have no record of your past. Afterall, Paul preached to 

the same people he had tried to kill earlier.  He was not ashamed, he 

did not feel guilty around them, the blood of Christ had washed and 

purged him of the consciousness of  his sins. He preached fearlessly 

amongst them. No wonder he never recorded a signicant success 

with the  Jews. In fact, they  almost killed him at some point in his 

ministry and left him for dead.  They could not  reconcile the fact that 

he was not ashamed. It was bad enough that he preached at all, he 

then  had to preach with such boldness and power. They could not 

quite handle that. What a grace! We looked upon him and were 

lighted and our faces are not ashamed (Psalm 34:5 (KJV)). 
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That  formerly mad man went about telling his friends and the 

community what Jesus had done for him. He was meant to be 

ostracized and left to wallow in self condemnation for the rest of his 

life. He had, probably killed a few people that tried to tame him when 

he was insane, but  Jesus has brought him into his right mind.  He 

knew he was a changed man, no longer the insane man back at the 

tomb.  And guess what? The whole city of Decapolis knew that too 

and marveled.  Glory to God! Nobody marvels at shame or sobriety, 

but people marvel at boldness.  You Remember Acts 4 where people 

marveled at the boldness of Peter and John? People are about to 

marvel at how speedily you recovered from your scars. Do not be 

ashamed, be bold, be condent. Raise your head high.  You are  not a 

candidate for pity. You are  one who brings comfort.

Stop hiding from people who know your past. Let them be shocked 

at your boldness and grace. Be so persuaded in your heart that your 

past never happened, because as far as God is concerned, it never 

did. Do not bury your face in shame when someone who knows your 

past passes by. For how long would you do that? Whether or not you 

do that, it does not change their perception of you. In fact, your 

boldness will inspire some of those people who know your past to  

ask you some questions about how you came to overcome the guilt 

and condemnation of the yester years. Everyone of us has one thing 

or the other we are not proud of  in our past,  but of what good would  
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be a  daily self-reminder of those things? It would only make us feel 

cheap and worthless, as though God was out of His  mind when he 

was trying to save us. You are not scrap; only worthless garbage are 

sold at scrap value. You're the genuine classic masterpiece of God. 

What a wonder you are! And now that you know who you are, it is 

time to boldly declare and to stop going back to your vomit. Be like 

the apostle Paul, do not  be ashamed, be committed to being happy 

and bright every day of your life, remembering that God loves you.
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I#YourTrueIdentity

You're Not What 
Happened To You

There's another beautiful story I love in John chapter 4. In fact, to me, 

it is one of the best stories ever crafted in to the Canons of Scripture,  

so full of typology and hidden truths.  

It is the story of  Jesus and the woman at the well. There are so many 

things imbedded in that story, but the one I would love to share with 

you is as regards the value of your true identity. Just like in the 

previous story, where the man realised he was not meant for the 

tombs and went into city preaching about Jesus, this woman realised 

who she really was by spending a few minutes with Jesus, and was 

not afraid to declare the same to anyone who wanted to hear. Jesus 

knew everything that had happened to this lady. He  knew she was a 

irt, and that at that point, she had had ve husbands and was 

presently staying with a man that was not her husband. I need not tell 

you the details. If she were alive in this  century, you can imagine 

how much alimony she would  have made from the total of 5 

divorces. She was "baaed". And here is a tired and famished Jesus, 

who was supposed to be resting till his disciples returned with some 

food, now suddenly excited and refreshed after a conversation that 
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took place in time, but was being painted on the canvas of eternity. 

What was so exciting about this conversation?

There rst was  a friction regarding identities. “You're a Jew, I'm a 

Samaritan!” 'We have no business together, and we are  not about to start 

having one today'. Let me say at this point that you are not dened by 

where you come from. So what if you come from a royal family? And 

so what if you are from the poorest family in your village? It has 

absolutely no consequence on your spiritual heritage. Christ 

equalizes everyone. Some people are so plagued with prejudice that 

they would rather die than receive help from a person not from their 

place or on their level. What a life!! We are blessed because of what 

Christ did; because with Him, there is neither Jew nor Greek. We are 

all from heaven. That is our real source. As this story progressed, 

they forgot about their pedigrees and focused on the real identity. 

Jesus showed her who she thought she was, who men thought she 

was, and who she really was -  and that caught her attention. 'How 

could He know who I "am"?' 'He must be a prophet!' But it did not matter 

so much 'whoever' He was, He had come  to show her who she really 

was. Wrapping up this story, by the end of the conversation, this 

woman became a city wide crusader and evangelist of the gospel. 

And the funny part was that the only people she could attract to Jesus 

were men? She needed her past experiences with them to connect 

them to Jesus. She became a propagator of Jesus's gospel by virtue of 
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her experience. Isn't that  awesome?

Another thing to  put in mind in this story is that Jesus revealed 

Himself rst to her before she could discover her true self. Your 

identity is found in the divinity. There is no you without Him. He 

says , 'I am not just a prophet, prophets spoke of me';  I am not a pastor, 

pastors tend for me; I am not an apostle, I sent them; I am not a 

teacher, teachers expound about me, I AM the messiah they all talked 

about. I am the rst and the last, I am that I am. I am the source of all 

identities. Many people tend to discover themselves by going 

through assessment tests, and personality schemes. It is okay to do 

all that, but other phone companies cannot name Nokia 33.10, Nokia 

alone can do that. It is amazing how people nd purpose when they 

locate their origin. Jesus is your origin. He begat you by the Word of 

His Truth... James 1:18, 1 Pet 1:23. You need to nd Him and then nd 

yourself in Him; He then becomes the fuel for your purpose in life. 

He would send you into government, industry, but rst, He would 

reveal Himself to you.

Also remarkable is the fact  that Jesus was so refreshed after the 

conversation, that he literally needed no food anymore. His disciples 

marveled at how he could be so lled, and wondered if someone else 

had brought him some food. In truth, His food is for Him to see you 

live like you were designed to live. When people live according to 
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their design and identity, God is excited and refreshed. He enjoys it. 

Rev 4:11 tells us we were designed for his pleasure, and that is exactly 

why it gives him satisfaction when we live our lives in accordance  to 

His design. 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast 

created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. (KJV)

Worthy, O Master! Yes, our God! Take the glory! the honor! the power! You 

created it all; It was created because you wanted it. (MSG)

You are not what happened to you! You are what He calls you. If He 

calls you 'evangelist', how dare anyone call you a 'prostitute'!  Jesus 

wants to be refreshed by your understanding of your identity, your 

true identity. 
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I#TheDevilMessed
WithYourMind

You're Not What 
Happened To You

No one should ever say the devil is dumb, because he is not. He is 

really smart. I am not giving him  more credit than he deserves, I am 

only stating the obvious. The present state of the world and the 

unparalleled creative art of the deception he devised in Eden is 

sufcient proof that that guy is not dumb. The ip side however, is 

that  he has only one trick, and that makes him very boring and 

predictable. It is amazing how effective he is with his scheme and 

how many believers have fallen for it over and over again. The Bible 

teaches us not to be ignorant of his devices. This is about the 6th 

millenia since he has been running things here on earth. He does not 

overcome a believer by power. The  devil is far more scared of the re 

power possessed by a believer than the believer is scared of the devil. 

Thus overcoming via a superior power is not an option. He does so 

through deception- that is his most lethal weapon. He has no other 

strategy. He used it on Adam and Eve, tried it on Jesus, and he would 

try it on you too. That is why it is important that we are not unaware 

or ignorant of the devices of the devil. He makes the truth look like a 

lie, and paints the lie as the truth. He lies to people that what 

happened to them  has become who they are. But that is not true. God 
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did not make us human doings or human happenings, He made us 

human beings. GOD made us who we are, and who we are can only 

be found in Him. He is the only one we must listen to. No one knows 

Windows 8 better than Microsoft. No one knows you better than 

God.

The devil told you that it is natural for you to be attracted only to 

people of the same sex.  You bought it and believed it, and now it has 

become your reality, as you are now indeed only attracted to people 

of the same sex. He has raised scientists all over the world to 

propagate this scheme. Some spiritual leaders have also bought into 

it, but all these do not change the Truth.  The Truth is only dened by 

one person; JESUS. Eph 4:21, John 14:6.  He said it himself that he is 

the denition of truth. No one can know or understand the truth 

without Him; not  science, not feelings, not even hormones, but Him. 

Your healing starts when you accept the fact that only Jesus denes 

reality for you. This Jesus, however, is THE WORD OF GOD, 

REV 19:13. 

He is dressed in a robe soaked with blood, and he is addressed as “Word of 

God.” (MSG)

 What does the Word of God say about these affections? According to 

Romans 1, it is unnatural. Accepting this,  is the beginning of your 

healing. It starts by believing what the Word of God says. If you have 
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found yourself in this  kind of situation, rst, you need to understand 

that God loves you as much as he loves anyone who is straight; not 

more or less. He is very much in love with you and nothing will ever 

change that. But the lifestyle does not please God, and He wants you 

delivered from it.
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I#AcceptanceVsTolerance

You're Not What 
Happened To You

When it comes to the issue of homosexuality, there are usually two 

distinct schools of thought. The  rst believes it is totally wrong. They 

believe that to its propagators,  it has very high rate of everything 

negative you can think of; suicide, sexually transmitted disease, 

multiple partners, and chief of the reasons being that God does not 

approve of such a lifestyle. Thus it should not be condoned in any 

way, form or fashion. The other however believes that everyone has 

a right to how they live their lives sexually, and it should not become 

any other person's business the sexuality of another person. People,  

with such "orientations" (as they call it), should be totally allowed to 

be with whoever they want to be with. I know I am treading on egg 

shells discussing this topic, because it is a very sensitive one as it is 

gradually moving away from being a subject which falls under the 

topics only the church has the prerogative of handling. It has become 

an issue of international awareness.

This however, is my belief based on who I see God to be, in His Word. 

I believe there's a difference between Acceptance and Tolerance. 

Acceptance has to do with a person, that is, when you accept someone, 
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you have decided to become part of that person's life. You have 

chosen not to be anonymous with any issue regarding that person. 

You have taken it upon yourself, to no longer be passive in such a 

person's life. You are committed to loving that person no matter 

what the person does. Tolerance, on the other hand, I believe has to do 

with a behavioral pattern, a thing, a tendency, an attitude. To say you 

tolerate someone is actually disrespectful to that person. Tolerance is 

for behavioral patterns and not people. You either accept or reject 

people, tolerance is not an option. Now here is the deal. God accepts 

an Homosexual, but doesn't tolerate homosexuality. There is no sin 

under heaven conceivable by man, that the blood of Jesus is too weak 

to wash away, homosexuality not being an exception. God accepts 

everyone(if born again) in His beloved, (Ephesians 1:6 (KJV; wherein he 

hath made us accepted in the beloved ), but he does not tolerate their sin 

or lifestyle, whether it be homosexuality or stealing or fornication or 

adultery. To repent means to change one's mind and turn around.  

That is what God expects in respect of the lifestyle of someone 

coming to Him. So get your mind back. Be who God created you to be 

and full God's place for your life.

To every homosexual out there who has lived under the weight of 

condemnation and guilt for so long, especially from the church, I 

would like you to know that God loves you, and has paid a bloody 

price over your life. He wants to restore you to His original intention 
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for your life. You are not an homosexual, the devil messed with your 

mind. Start by confessing the right things. You are rst the 

righteousness of God in Christ Jesus before  anything else that man 

or science has called you, and that identity of yours in Christ totally 

changes everything else. The righteousness of God does not have 

inordinate affection towards members of the same sex. Keep 

confessing the Word of God over your life, listen to the right people, 

and stop visiting those websites that encourage you to remain gay. 

Stay away from that gay partner of yours and seek to know the love 

of Jesus. He  the only safe man every man should fall in love with. 

And after you do this,  watch him do what he does best; RESTORE. 

Perhaps, now or during the process of your restoration, you can 

encourage others to believe there is a way out of that lifestyle. God 

wants to use you mightily. Remember how God told that insane man 

to go and tell his brethren, friends and family about what God has 

done for him. Yes, you can do the same. Go and minister to those 

people.  God loves them just as much. You are the miracle they are 

desperately in need of.
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I#You’reNotDefeated

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Generally in life, people don't give up until they give in. What I mean 

is that, the defeat is always internal. The Bible says it is in your DNA 

to rise when you fall; so never give the devil a chance to rejoice over 

you by not rising. There is a supernatural spring board in your spirit, 

that keeps reviving you. You cannot gain victory over a believer, but 

the believer can concede defeat. Do not give the enemy the 

advantage in your mind. Yes, you have struggled for so long. 

Probably, at this point, you  almost are about believing you cannot 

overcome  this situation. Please hang  in there and do not even dare 

to give in. God's power to raise from the dead  is at work in your 

spirit and your members. Never believe you are defeated.  If there is  

anyone defeated, it is the devil. He was stripped of all power he could 

possibly use on the believer, so do not let him control you with lies 

and deception. That is why the Bible says that the victory that 

overcomes is your faith.  Whoever is born of God has already 

overcome the world, but the reality of that victory is his or her faith. It 

is our belief and consistent action in line with such faith, that delivers 

victory into our hands . There is a force of righteousness at work in 

your life that has the potential to make you exactly as holy as God is. 

1 



66

There is no power or weapon ever forged, that can harm you. 

Isaiah 54:16-17 . 

I create the blacksmith who res up his forge and makes a weapon designed to 

kill. I also create the destroyer— but no weapon that can hurt you has ever been 

forged. Any accuser who takes you to court will be dismissed as a liar. This is 

what God's servants can expect. I'll see to it that everything works out for the 

best.” God's Decree. (MSG)

 Only diamond can  cut diamond, because there is no harder material 

substance than it. The devil can never defeat the believer without the 

believer's help. He uses your faith in the direction of fear to defeat 

you. Stop giving the devil a false victory alarm. The battle is not over 

until the believer wins. I heard Pastor Creo Dollar say that God's 

only need is to be believed.  What an amazing statement! You can 

believe God and get your victory by His power. He thrust all His 

power behind you for maximum defence.  You  cannot be killed by a 

force outside you, for greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the 

world. You are not defeated. Stop making statements like "Poor me, I 

can never overcome this addiction", "I'm at it again", "Can I ever stop 

this?"... Yes you can stop  it, and you will- Not  by your power but 

His. As His word proclaims that it is not by your power nor might, 

but by His Spirit.
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I#ChainBreaking
Revelation

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Acts 12:7 records the account of how Peter was locked up in the 

prison, bound with  chains and fetters, but was set free upon the 

shinning of God's light and the appearance of the angel.  The story 

goes thus;

Acts 12:1-9

“1-4That's when King Herod got it into his head to go after some of the church 

members. He murdered James, John's brother. When he saw how much it raised 

his popularity ratings with the Jews, he arrested Peter—all this during Passover 

Week, mind you—and had him thrown in jail, putting four squads of four 

soldiers each to guard him. He was planning a public lynching after Passover.

5 All the time that Peter was under heavy guard in the jailhouse, the church 

prayed for him most strenuously.

6 Then the time came for Herod to bring him out for the kill. That night, even 

though shackled to two soldiers, one on either side, Peter slept like a baby. And 

there were guards at the door keeping their eyes on the place. Herod was taking 

no chances!

7-9 Suddenly there was an angel at his side and light ooding the room. The 

angel shook Peter and got him up: “Hurry!” The handcuffs fell off his wrists. 

The angel said, “Get dressed. Put on your shoes.” Peter did it. Then, “Grab your 

coat and let's get out of here.” Peter followed him, but didn't believe it was 

really an angel—he thought he was dreaming.” (MSG)
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Many times, the reason we are still in the chains of regrets, pain, 

hurts, guilt and shame is simply because we are yet to have a 

revelation of God in our hearts. Oh, how it changes everything! The 

light in Acts 12 represents the revelation of God in your heart and the 

chains represent the addiction, the hurt, the bitterness, the guilt and 

shame. It represents any bondage or emotional yoke you have found 

yourself in. Here, God is saying that these problems' solution is a just 

revelation away. Have you received a chain breaking revelation 

before? There's a popular testimony Bishop David Oyedepo shares 

about how he broke free from poverty. He says he was studying the 

Word when God showed him a revelation of how rich he would be, 

and he got up screaming at the top of his voice that he could never be 

poor again, and  even if he wanted to be, it was too late. At that time, 

he did not have much, but the revelation that shone brightly in his 

heart was stronger than the circumstances he was in. Now, that is 

what I call a chain breaking revelation- a revelation broke him free 

from poverty for life. If you know Bishop David of today, you would 

realise that poverty has done its nal benediction in his life.

There is also another popular testimony of a great teacher of God's 

Word who used to smoke, and how he broke free of smoking by 

simply confessing that he is the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. 

Even at times when he was pufng the smoke, he would keep 

confessing the reality of righteousness. One day, he just realised 
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there was no ounce of desire in his body for that wretched stick. 

There is power in revelation. Before you seek the manifestation of 

God's promise in your life, receive the revelation in your heart that 

will be an anchor. God gave Abraham a very compelling revelation 

that was to birth the nation Israel. Giving Abraham a son, was not the 

big deal, increasing Abraham's perspective enough to see how far 

reaching a God sworn promise could go was the big deal. That was 

what God was teaching him. You can receive a revelation of your 

righteousness, and those chains will fall off your hands. Get ready for 

a miraculous change in your story, your life is about to take a new 

turn. People will see you and not recognise you anymore, because 

God would have made you over. The people around Gadara saw the 

once mad man, now sane, seated and clothed, and they were scared 

of the radical change. Some folks are about to be scared about the 

change God will wrought in your life. Get ready!!! Get a revelation. 
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I#You’reNotWhere
YouCameFrom

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Jesus was to be born;  and the wisest being in the world did not think 

of a better place to be born, than in a manger in Bethlehem. Worse 

still, he chose to settle in Nazareth, where hitherto, nothing good had 

come out of. Nazareth had such a bad reputation, that when  Phillip 

announced Jesus as the messiah who came from Nazareth, Nathaniel 

scorned and exclaimed "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" 

Why would God choose to bring out the Messiah of the world from 

such a lowly town of common people? The answer is simple to state 

yet difcult to understand.  It was to show you that one did not have 

to be born on the corridors of power with a silver spoon and a fat 

account balance, in order to have a beautiful and purposeful life. For 

many people, their major regret in life is their background, their 

family, their city, their town, their location. They keep sulking and  

wishing they had the opportunities of a westernised world, so as to 

make something better out of their lives. 

Listen to me, GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF CITIZENSHIP. He does 

what he would do, to whosoever He wishes to do it to, irrespective of 

where they come from. As a matter of fact,  like we see in the case of  
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Jesus, God prefers to use god-forsaken places, and seemingly 

worthless individuals to show forth his majesty. The background 

that you thought was a disadvantage is what got God attracted to 

your case. 

“1Cor 1;26-31

Take a good look, friends, at who you were when you got called into this life. I 

don't see many of “the brightest and the best” among you, not many inuential, 

not many from high-society families. Isn't it obvious that God deliberately chose 

men and women that the culture overlooks and exploits and abuses, chose these 

“nobodies” to expose the hollow pretensions of the “somebodies”? That makes 

it quite clear that none of you can get by with blowing your own horn before 

God. Everything that we have—right thinking and right living, a clean slate and 

a fresh start—comes from God by way of Jesus Christ. That's why we have the 

saying, “If you're going to blow a horn, blow a trumpet for God.”(MSG)”

Maybe you did not have the type of life opportunities your neighbors 

had while growing up, and due to this, you grew to resent your 

parents;  blaming them for your predicament. Truth is if you are not 

careful and you refuse to look beyond your situation, you just might 

end up like them or even worse off. Your parents have done what 

they could, provided the means they could afford to give you the best 

in life, it is time however to see beyond your earthly parents and see 

your father in heaven. He feeds the ravens for heaven sake. Why 

would he neglect you, oh ye of little faith? You have got to start 

trusting God. Ladies might have laughed at you because you did not 
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have what would make you pass for a "big boy", but relax. To God, 

you're the biggest thing that happened to earth. You are not where 

you come from. Jesus is not Nazareth, although he came from there. 

He carried that sufx to his name so that, people who did not think 

much of Nazareth would have a second thought. God sent you to 

that family, so you can change their story for life. If you carry with 

you the mentality of Nazareth , you cannot  deliver Nazareth from 

mediocrity. You need to carry the mentality of heaven in order to 

alter the destiny of earth. Do not let where you come from deter you 

from reaching your full potential. Time will fail me to mention World 

leaders who came from the most unlikely places. What has your 

place of birth got to do with your stay on earth anyways? You just 

needed a place to be born, and frankly, anywhere would do. So stop 

all the whining about "if and what if" and reach out to God to beautify 

your future.
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I#You’reNotWhat
YouLookLike

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Hmmmn, I know this would deate some ladies straight out, 

because, to most of them, the core of their identity is shaped by how 

they look. That is  why you see some people go extra miles to have a 

surgery, not because they have  a life threatening disease, but a look 

threatening one. We live in a world that is so "look" conscious and 

almost completely driven by the lust of the eyes. Brothers and sisters, 

a whole lot of genetic dynamics play out in the way we eventually 

show up, and God could care less if you are fat or thin, at or pointed 

nosed, short or tall, fair or dark, black or white, caucasian or blonde, 

etc. What matters to God is your image, not your looks. Afterall, God 

created you In His image and likeness, not after His looks. God is 

Spirit, and He created you after Himself as a spirit. A whole lot of 

teenagers are contemplating suicide because of how they look. 

Things like braces or hearing aid,  have caused their mates to make 

fun of them, and nobody wants to be laughed at as we most readily 

know.

When I was in the junior secondary school, and I had septic wounds, 

or so they called it, on my legs. They were not nice to look upon, trust 
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me, I would rather not go into details for the safety of your device, I 

would not want you puking on it. The devil was really going to make 

me lose out on my beautiful future, by just making a lot of noise 

about how my legs looked. How trivial!  But it almost worked. A girl, 

who happened to be my classmate back then (I still remember her 

name), walked up to me at the dining hall one day(I went to a 

boarding school), stared at my legs, which by now was decorated all 

over in a poker dot fashion, with sores and wounds  that just popped 

open of their own accord, she made a very disgusted look, and called  

her other girlfriends to come take a look at the most unattractive set 

of legs she had ever seen. Of course, I ran away before they arrived 

but it  almost had a long lasting negative effect on me. Thankfully, 

we, started wearing pant trousers in senior secondary school, but 

while the septic wound saga lasted all through my  junior classes, I 

could barely look anyone in the eye. I did not like to walk where 

others walked. I preferred walking alone and was particularly glad  

when  no one was around.

Many times, I cried myself to sleep, praying that God should clear 

my legs of  this stigmatising infection before I woke up. Guess what? 

He did not!! I lived with it. Sometimes, God doesn't change the 

situation, He simply changes you. I did not answer questions in class 

even when I knew it, because I feared being noticed. It robbed me of 

my condence and boldness. I never  liked ladies because of  the 
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dining hall incident. I always looked downward like there was 

someone shorter I was perpetually talking to. I could not maintain a 

conversation with someone I was not familiar with, because I would 

feel judged, observed and pitied. I did not like my life. But God 

turned it around. God did not make you to be so dependent on men's 

approval in order for you to be ne. So what if people think you are 

fat and ugly? The most important  person in the world does not think 

so. He thinks you're fabulous. So  you can as well live, love and play 

as though no one was around, because in the end, you're living your 

life for one person, and that person wants you to have fun loving 

yourself. It is difcult to love yourself without loving what you see in 

the mirror. You must love yourself; get comfortable in your own 

skin.

And this always works; Laugh at yourself a lot. Find yourself 

amusing, rather than annoying or ugly. If you would EVER love 

anyone in your life and enjoy loving them, you MUST love yourself 

and like yourself. Enough of wishing you had the shape of Beyonce, 

and the curve of Minaj, combined with the face of whoever. You are 

beautiful, fearfully and wonderfully made;  crafted by God in the 

lowest part of the earth, gorgeous, worth dying for,  irrevocably 

awesome, and unrepentantly adorable. That is how God sees you. 

You are smart, with great features.  You ae not overdone, you are just 

perfect for your purpose. This is your image, and it never changes in 

#WhoSinned?You're Not What 
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the eyes of God. I remember some time ago when my friends would 

tell me that God forgot me in the frying pan when making me, in an 

attempt to explain the reason for my dark complexion.  I always 

found that very funny. I am really special. No other human being in 

the whole wide world, dead, alive or to be alive, looked, looks or will 

ever look like me, no matter how hard they try. That is just amazing. 

Your image never changes, your looks however do change. You sure 

are not like the baby who was born some years back anymore. In case 

you have not noticed, you are getting older, with more of some 

things and less of some others. You have not always looked like you 

look, you will not always look like the way you look now, but you 

will always be wonderfully and fearfully made. Marvelous are His 

works of which you are chief. That is what the Word of God says, and 

His Word will NEVER change.

 People's looks have been a major source of depression in their lives, 

and sadly so. For many people, their look has cost them a 

relationship they never wanted to lose. So when they look in the 

mirror, they see the reason for their loss. You should not live your life 

to please men ( human beings generally), because men will not be 

pleased anyways, especially when they see someone  more beautiful  

for the bill board. After that, your contract expires and you become 

old school. So why make your life depend on something that does 
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not last forever? If you are drop dead gorgeous today, enjoy it while 

it lasts, and see it as a gift to minister to people. At least Esther did 

that with her beauty. But do not allow your looks affect the way you 

see yourself ( i.e your self image).

Please do not get me wrong.  Take good care of yourself. If you 

consistently look shabby and unkempt all in the name of being 

wonderful and fearful, all you would have left would be the latter 

end of that phrase. Wear good clothes and accessories, and take very 

good care of yourself. EVERYTHING God created needs cultivation 

to survive. If the Garden of Eden, as perfect as it was, needed it, then 

you sure need it, no matter how amazing you already are. Whatever 

you do not tend will end. Do not give hell a reason to laugh at a child 

of God, on seeing him wear a striped jacket with a striped shirt and a 

striped tie. Do not paint up, it is called make up. You could use a 

deodorant, it is not a sin yet.  Dry your shoes when you get into the 

room, and stop killing mosquitoes with that stench. This is not a book 

on fashion tips, and I need not belabor that. What is essential in this 

regard is that you  take good care of you, put all you have read here 

into perspective, and experience the true beauty that comes from 

within not without

You're Not What 
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I#YouCanForgiveAgain

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Yes, people go through things and hard times, and usually everyone 

responds well to encouragement and pacication, but  that occurs 

only as long as you do not mention the word "FORGIVE". That one 

word is almost an offence to many who have been hurt in the past. 

They fail to remember that unforgiveness does not tell the world how 

bad the one who hurt you is, rather it shows the world how 

unforgiving you are. Unforgiveness makes you worse than your 

adversary, because  not only have you  decided not to forgive him or 

her, you have also chosen to hurt yourself and deny yourself the 

beauty of  life by holding on to hurts that are long past. Some even 

take pride in keeping tabs with the dates and graphic details of the 

unforgettable and unforgivable act. I know you were hurt, and yes, 

you were hurt very deeply, but please, for your own sake at the very 

least, forgive. Think about the love of God and how he forgave us of 

all our trespasses, and just see it as you participating in  the 

sufferings of Jesus.

Paul prayed  

"That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection and the 
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FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SUFFERINGS..." (Phil 3:10(KJV)).

That prayer came from a depth of understanding that Paul had. He 

realized that we may NEVER comprehend enough what Jesus did 

for us, if we do not, in our own little way, experience the same kind of 

things that He did. That is what 'the fellowship of his sufferings' 

means. Paul wanted a deeper, richer experience of redemption 

realities and thus, he prayed that prayer. He did not want to  be a 

distant disciple of Jesus who enjoyed only the benets of 

redemption, but lost value for them, out of ignorance of the  price 

Jesus paid on the cross. True Forgiveness comes from the depth of the 

heart. Before He gave up the ghost on the cross, Jesus' last statement 

was that of forgiveness. After such a magnitude of humiliation and 

pain,  He still had enough strength to ask the Father to  forgive those 

who had persecuted Him. Put in mind that Jesus was not helpless on 

the cross.  He indeed could have called several legions of angels to 

his rescue. But He did not. Instead, He sought the forgiveness of God 

for them. 

Jesus himself assured us that offence will come. Hurts and pain will 

come. Challenges will show up. People  will hurt you; so much that it 

would ache you to your bones. But Jesus  says- you MUST forgive. 

That is one singular character trait that brings you closest to the 

purity of the love of God. If you want to experience favour,  overow 
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and healings everywhere in your life, then you must forgive. You do 

not expect the root of bitterness and the wellspring of life to come out 

from the same heart.  What sort of fruit would that produce? I learnt 

recently that God gives, gives and forgives, but men get, get and 

forget. Men forget how faithful God has been to them. , They forget 

how messed up they also used to be till they experienced God's 

mercy. Because they believe they are Holy, they suddenly cannot 

seem to condone any form of unholy behavior, forgetting that some 

time ago, they also used to be offensive

Unforgiveness is a sign of hypocrisy. There is a parable in Matthew 

18:23-35 about the master who forgave his servant of a very huge 

debt , but the same servant could not forgive his fellow servant of a 

meagre debt- portraying that hypocrisy and undue overestimation 

of oneself is what truly leads to unforgiveness. This was most 

especially highlighted by the  manner of judgment the master gave 

to this servant upon discovery. When you do not forgive others their 

sins, you make God look stupid for forgiving you of your own sins. 

The parable makes us realise that the debt owed by the servant's 

subordinate was small. I would like to add, however, that the fact 

that it was small does not mean it was nothing serious. I am pretty 

sure you were severely hurt by the circumstance. But the morale of 

the story is, compared to what you owed Jesus, it is absolutely 

nothing, and if God could forgive you of your sins, you should 
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respect His act of love and honour Him by forgiving your neighbors 

and even your sworn enemies.
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I#GenuineForgiveness

You're Not What 
Happened To You

When you forgive from your heart, you will feel an unusual peace 

towards the person who hurt you, whether in your thoughts or  upon 

seeing the person.  Forgetting is not the proof of forgiveness. It might 

be proof of an ailment that needs medical attention, but denitely not 

of forgiveness. Its proof is the peace of God that passes all 

understanding which would encapsulate your heart and make you 

feel lighter. You will feel unburdened and yoke free, because all the 

while, you allowed a very  huge tenant rent a space in your heart. But  

when you truly forgive, you completely evacuate the tenant and 

suddenly feel light again. Then genuine and sincere prayers will ow 

from your heart towards that person's life. You will genuinely want 

the person to be well and ne. Some people claim they have forgiven 

some other people but somewhere in their heart, they wished 

something really bad should happen to the person who hurt them. 

That is not genuine forgiveness. You must begin to have goodwill 

towards that person and pray that God would heal and restore him 

or her as well.

 I know forgiveness is easier said or in this case, written than done, 
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but in spiritual reality, it is a compulsory door that we must all open 

to link up with our desired future. 

Another proof of forgiveness is that you stop speaking ill of the 

person who hurt you, to other people. Now I do not mean you cannot 

recount the event or narrate the story to someone with a motive of 

helping someone else heal or be comforted, but if you have indeed 

forgiven the person, you would not colour your stories with hate-

lled words, which would show some deep seated emotion of 

bitterness. For example, Joyce Meyer went through a tough time 

growing up in the hands of her own father, which we all know, and 

she keeps recounting these events to younger women going through 

abuse, in order to encourage them, but she does not refer to her father 

with resentment and hate whenever she narrates the story. This is 

because she forgave him before he died. Now, she is healed and 

amazingly, today, she thanks God for those moments in her life, 

because it has became a major source of inspiration to the women 

folk, especially those going through similar situations.

Forgive that man.  Stop referring to him as a “bastard”, or whatever 

repulsive word you have  been using to describe him in the past. 

Your peace is more important than retribution. Let it go and let him 

go. Pray for him and begin thanking God for His amazing Grace in 

your life. Have you ever thought about how many people have not 
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gone through half of what you went through but are dead already? 

God must have really preserved your life you know? Why don't you 

reminisce on God's love and mercy and see how quickly you feel 

lighter and lighter in the presence of His overowing love. Scars do 

not reveal the evil of the enemy, they remind us of the faithfulness of 

God. Left to the devil, you would be dead or probably must have lost 

your mind, but bless God for delivering you. A thankful heart cannot 

harbor resentment at the same time. Meditate on God’s love and 

discover the futility of unforgiveness.

You're Not What 
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I#The7thMan

You're Not What 
Happened To You

Who is the 7th man I am referring to here? 7 as a number according to 

scriptures symbolises perfection. God works in 7's. He worked for 6 

days and rested on the 7th, the jubilee is the 50th year, which is the 1st 

year after 7 seasons of 7 years. There are 7 dispensations in the bible 

as a whole; the dispensations of Innocence(Adam), Conscience(after 

the fall), Human Government(Nimrod), Covenant(Abraham), 

Law(Moses), Grace(After the death and resurrection of Jesus) which 

is where we are now, and then we will have the last and 7th 

dispensation which is that of the Millenial Reign. Jesus spoke to 7 

churches in the book of Revelation , there are 7 dimensions of the 

Spirit of God according Isaiah 11, to mention but a few. This is to get 

you poised for this next nale as we round off this beautiful 

expository.

 Remember the story of the woman at the well? Oh sure you do. She 

had had 5 husbands, and she was now with the 6th man who was not 

her husband. Then the 7th man walks in the front door and appears 

to her. She sees all she ever looks for in Him and nally nds all the 

answers she's been seeking all her life. She had tried 6 options at 
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happiness and fullment, but all she got was disappointment after 

disappointment. She had lost that excitement that once characterised 

her teenage years when she had not met any man. She was 

withdrawn and looked lost. She had become touchy and overly 

sensitive. These were the things that caught Jesus's attention and he 

sought to give her of the well spring of eternal life he possessed. For 

the kingdom of God is not in meat and drink, but in righteousness, 

peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. He wanted her to have a taste of that 

chain-breaking joy. She challenged him for not having what to draw 

with; not knowing that in the kingdom she was about to be 

introduced to, the only thing one needs for drawing is joy in the Holy 

Ghost.

.

 Isaiah 12:3

Joyfully you'll pull up buckets of water from the wells of salvation (MSG).

There is no restoration without JOY. And when you get into the 'Joy 

mode', you have to forget something...hahaha.  She forgot her water 

pot, her so-called 'fetcher', and her water, never to return to that well 

again;  and then ran into the city to tell of all Jesus had done for her. I 

know something began to happen to you as you handled this 

resource to digest it, but this is the peak of it. You are about to receive 

a baptism of joy.  Inspite  of all you have been through, God wants to 

ll you with so much joy, the kind the bible refers to as unspeakable, 
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unexplainable, unfathomable.  Hallelujah! The way that woman 

forgot her water, water pot and fetcher,  is the same way you will  

forget everything that reminded you of your hurts and pain. If  at all 

you  remember anything at the well, it would be the fact that you met 

Jesus. I feel so excited writing this myself. The 7th man is here.

Joy is highest expression of spiritual strength. Neh 8:10, Col 1:11. 

How does the devil handle Joy lled believers, guess what? He can't 

handle them. Psalms 30:11 tells us He turns our mourning into 

dancing, notice He did not change the situation rst, He did not 

change the reason for the mourning, but He turned the mourning 

which is the response to the event into dancing, a response of Joy. 

What happened to you is not as important as your response to it, the 

devil is more particular about your response.  There's a joy that wells 

up from within. That kind of joy dees logical reasoning in the face of 

trials. They tell you, you just lost a son, and then that pitcher within 

you bursts open with singing and laughing, and you get to the 

hospital and you nd your boy alive... (an excerpt from Andrew 

Wommack's testimony). All the devil wanted all these while was 

your joy, please do not give him that luxury of stealing your joy. It's 

what makes you tick as a believer. God loves you, He can't be angry 

with you anymore, you're made eternally right with Him, and if you 

have got any scars, do hand it over to Him, He specialises in making 

Scars Beautiful Again. He did not inict these scars, He only makes 
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them beautiful. Romans 8:28

RECEIVE SALVATION AND THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY 

SPIRIT

If you are not born again, then you need to receive Jesus into your life 

and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Your scars can’t possibly be 

beautiful while you remain in the kingdom of darkness. Col 1:13, you 

need a transfer. Please Pray this prayer with me:

Father Lord I thank You for loving me enough to send your son to 

save me, I believe He died for my offences and was raised up again 

for my justication. Now I stand justied, with no fear of 

condemnation. I receive the gift of the Spirit into my life today with 

the evidence of speaking in tongues. My life will never remain the 

same again... AMEN.

If you prayed that Prayer with me, you have been transferred from 

the kingdom of darkness into The Kingdom of Light. Col 1:13, and 

have become a threat to the devil. Angels right now in heaven are 

screaming their "lungs" out, just because you arrived. Begin to grow 

in spiritual understanding by studying your bible as regularly as 

possible, there's no choking with the Word, fellowship with your 

Father in prayer as much as possible, and join a church where God's 

Word takes rst place. Welcome Home!!!
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Beautiful Scars is a journey into the potter's house of the Grand Master 

Himself, it takes us through the processes, twists and sometimes 

bends of the transformation we go through even as we live out our 

quota on the earth. It brings Christ so close, so near and so real, 

especially at moments when everyone seems farthest. It's definitely 

not for those with a seemingly perfect beginning. No where in 

scriptures did God promise us the best of beginnings, however the 

Word of God is replete with assurances of better endings. If you want 

to seize your past and wield it as a tool for charting a better future 

through the framework of the redemptive work of Christ, then this 

book is for you.
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